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of matter, since all that is distinctive of the system rests on this presupposition. Unless matter be eternal it must have been originated. The whole argumentation of the theist in support of the doctrine of the Divine existence is designed to show that the world is not eternal, not self - existent That there is something eternal and self-existent, the atheist, pantheist, and theist, the materialist and the spiritualist, agree in acknowledging. None of them calls upon the others to explain the mystery of self-existence. Every sane mind receives that mystery and credits other minds with doing the same. Doubt and difference of opinion are only possible as to what is self-existent or eternal. Is it mind or matter, personal or impersonal, knowable or unknowable ? The theist believes it to be mind, and produces what he deems relevant and conclusive evidence to prove that it is mind. What evidence has the materialist to the contrary, and for believing that matter is that which is self-existent and eternal ?
Many materialists have the candour to acknowledge that they have none whatever. They confess entire ignorance on the subject. They are ready to accept as a true statement of their position that made by Professor Tyndall on a celebrated occasion. " If you ask the materialist whence is this matter of which we have been discoursing, who or what divided it into molecules,